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Fruitful is service to the True Guru, if one does so
with a sincere mind. 522

Service (sewa ) is the primary and important part of the life of
Gursikhi. In Gurbani there is mandatory requirement for doing service.

1 In the midst of this world, do seva,
and you shall be given a place of honor in the Court of the Lord. 26

This sewa is of many types and is done in different ways:

2 Serve Him in many different ways;
Dedicate your soul, your breath of life and your wealth to Him. 391

Physical Service:- This is done with the body such that as washing
utensils, cooking food (langgar), fanning, carrying water and doing sewa of
the sangat in various ways.

Mental Service:- In this, the mind also joins the body such as in activities
of ‘paath’ (scripture reading), worship, prayer and many other religious
rites – rituals.

Spiritual Service:-This is the ‘play’ of the ‘Spiritual Sphere’ and is above
the three attributes or ‘trigun’.

Every type of service has some motivation behind it -

‘materialistic’,
‘religious’,

‘spiritual’.

It is according to these ‘motivations’ that we do many types of service
and experience the ‘fruits’.

3 ... people receive the fruits of their rewards according to their love for the
Lord. 602

Service of Imitating:
Seeing others we imitate them, although we have no knowledge of the

‘logic’ or ‘purpose’ of what is being imitated. In this class (of imitation)
many kinds of
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customs-traditions, rites-rituals, doubt-fallacies are included.

Service – A Transaction:-

Generally our ‘service’ belongs to this class. For the fulfillment of our
personal self interest or for acquiring ‘praise’ we do service of people or
officers or gods-goddesses. Similarly in our religious places we do ‘paath’-
worship, make vows, go on pilgrimages and donate towards charity for the
fulfillment of our own selfish aims.

All this is only ‘transaction’ with ‘God’ or gods-goddesses. All the
world’s religions are preaching this type of religious ‘transactions’ and are
(designed primarily for) acquiring materialistic gains.

Just as our needs continue to increase - so also for their fulfillment,
religion ‘transactions’ are proportionally increasing. According to the
principle of ‘demand and supply’ the ‘shops’ or bases’ of these
‘transactions’ are also on the increase and are expanding. In these
‘religious’ markets many ‘hot’ bargains take place in a lot of hustle and
bustle. If our need is not fulfilled at one ‘shop’, we go over to another
‘shop’ and there do service more enthusiastically. In this way the gullible
public – getting absorbed in the doubt – fallacy of such religious
‘transactions’ – forget the real spiritual ‘goal of life’ and (consequently)
become negligent.

Gurbani warns us strongly about the hypocrisy of this ‘religious
transaction’:

The religious rites, rituals and hypocrisies which are seen, are plundered by
the Messenger of Death, the ultimate tax collector. 747

Those who make pilgrimages to sacred shrines, observe ritualistic fasts and
make donations to charity while still taking pride in their minds
- O Nanak, their actions are useless, like the elephant, who takes a bath, and
then rolls in the dust. 1428

The righteous waste their righteousness, by asking for the door of salvation.
1428

In spite of such strong warning and so much of religious preaching
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we cannot come out of the ‘circuit’ of this materialistic religious doubt –
fallacy.

Service of ‘Attachment’

Due to attachment we serve our parents, brothers-sisters, husbands-
wives, sons-daughters, grandsons-grand-daughters etc. and serve many
other relations (as well). Remaining absorbed in this (service) we get
trapped in the entanglements of attachment and are simply wasting away
our lives:-

1 Enmeshed and entrapped in the attachment of false occupation, the whole
world is perishing. 134

Serving the children whom we gave ‘birth’ to is essential – but we are
also trapped in the ‘attachment’ of those whom we did not give ‘birth’ to,
such as grand sons and grand daughters.

2 The self-willed manmukh may perform service, but his consciousness is
attached to the love of duality.
Through Maya, his emotional attachment to children, spouse and relatives increases.

He shall be called to account in the Court of the Lord, and in the end, no one
will be able to save him. 1422

3 It is so painful to serve only mortal beings.
Service to the Holy brings lasting peace and bliss. 1182

4 Forsaking God, and serving another, one's honor, dignity and reputation are
decreased. 497

Such sewa of ‘attachment’ will also put us in the control of Yamas
(couriers of death) in future lives.

Service that is rendered as an employee – for self interest or livelihood
is in fact ‘slavery’ – and is said to be only ‘duty’. The feeling behind this
‘duty’ has tremendous effect. If this ‘duty’ is carried out in the command of
Divine Will then it can be blissful. But we do not carry out our ‘duty’
honestly and practice ‘evasion’ as a result of which we definitely suffer.

5 O mind, true peace comes from serving the Lord.
Other services are false, and as punishment for them, the Messenger of Death
bashes in one's head. 986
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1 Serving this and that person, how can one obtain the Lord's Court?
If someone embarks on a boat of stone, he shall drown with its cargo. 420

Social Service:

We are strongly bound in the ties of customs, practices and
superstitions and are suffering excessively. This service which we do as a
result of these attachments is for public opinion, social approval and is the
‘slavery’ of empty customs and practices. We are ‘forcibly’ entangled in
these and are suffering very much.

2 Paying a fine under pressure, does not bring either merit or goodness. 787

3 Life is wasted uselessly in the service of duality.
No efforts shall be rewarded, and no works brought to fruition. 1182

The service that we do for others for the fulfillment of our desire of
low inclinations gets us absorbed more in the low desires and thus we are
gliding towards hell.

4 The faithless cynics in their love of duality and sensual desires, harbor foul-
smelling urges. They are totally useless and ignorant. 734

Service to avoid grief and suffering:

To avoid self-inflicted pain and suffering we get entangled in various
types of superstitions such as charms, amulets, rites-rituals, funeral rites
and we do the service of fake ‘sadhus’, ‘yogis’, ‘fakirs’, which is worthless
and detrimental. Instead of our pain and suffering getting less (with the
above effort)- we become more trapped in the doubt-fallacies and continue
to suffer.

5 Ritual practices bind people in egotism;
meeting together, they worship stones. 324

Service in Fear:
Afraid of our bad actions, fearing the punishment of Yamas or to

avoid hell, we carry out many types of donations-charities, rites-rituals,
scripture-reading, worship and do service for gods –goddesses and the so-
called religious mendicants and saint – all of which just give false
assurance to our mind. This thought is good for mollifying (pacifying) the
mind.
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Intellectual Sewa
Having read some books and scriptures of spiritual knowledge, we

become nobler ‘preachers’, and with the excuse of doing the ‘service’ of
religious preaching we collect money. In this way we are not only
interpreting Bani incorrectly but are ‘selling’ it, and under the ‘guise’ of
sewa instead (of earning merits) we are becoming sinners.

1 The Pandits, the religious scholars, read their books, but they do not
understand the real meaning.
They give instructions to others, and then walk away, but they deal in Maya
themselves.
Speaking falsehood, they wander around the world, while those who remain
true to the Shabad are excellent and exalted. 56

2 The Pandit, the religious scholar, reads and instructs others,
but he does not realize that his own home is on fire. 1046

3 With deception in their hearts, the fools read sacred texts to fill their bellies.
The blind fools serve the three gunas, the three dispositions; they deal only
with Maya. 1246

4 One who serves in egotism is not accepted or approved. 1070
Such a person is born, only to die again, and come and go in reincarnation.

(Apart from physical sewa) external service or donating materials such
as

donation of money
donation of food
donation of clothes
donation of land
donation towards medical treatment etc.

is the type of service that is the easiest of all services – which we all do to a
smaller or larger extent in some form or other.

In the folds of acts of such charity there is also the self-interest linked
to ‘goodness’, ‘welfare’, ‘comfort’, etc.

Religious Service:
The method and service which we indulge in for our emancipation and

salvation are all hollow acts (committed) in doubt fallacies in which we
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are wasting our lives in vain and are moving away from the real spiritual
‘life-objective’.

1 On the banks of sacred rivers, the mind is not appeased.
People remain entangled in good and bad deeds. 324

2 The whole world is entangled in deeds of falsehood.
As such is unable to unravel the secret of God. Sawayeh 10 Guru

3 They read scriptures, and contemplate the Vedas; they practice the inner
cleansing techniques of Yoga, and control of the breath.
But they cannot escape from the company of the five passions; they are
increasingly bound to egotism. ||1||
O Beloved, this is not the way to meet the Lord; I have performed
these rituals so many times.
I have collapsed, exhausted, at the Door of my Lord Master; I pray that He
may grant me a discerning intellect. ||Pause||
..............
He may remain devoted to worship and adoration, bowing his forehead to the
floor, practicing the six religious rituals.
He indulges in egotism and pride, and falls into entanglements, but
he does not meet the Lord by these devices. ||5||
He practices the eighty-four postures of Yoga, and acquires the supernatural
powers of the Siddhas, but he gets tired of practicing these.
He lives a long life, but is reincarnated again and again; he has not met with
the Lord. 641

4 As long as the mind is filled with the desire for heaven,
he does not dwell at the Lord's Feet. 325

If religious service is carried out with correct direction and motivation
only then can it be emancipating, otherwise it just becomes ego-ridden
‘false-action’.

Behind the above mentioned and many other types of services –
neither is there is any desire for attaining God, nor is there any motivation
for Guru’s love. On the contrary there is just the fulfillment of personal self
interest. Behind these acts of service (like) worship-scripture reading, rites-
rituals there is nothing but the desire for self interest, to carry out our own
progress, for wealth and property, for getting sons, to stop illnesses and to
be safe from pain and suffering. Therefore such rites-rituals are not an aid
to ‘spiritual life’. On the contrary, they keep us trapped in the circuit of
‘egotism’ in the three (worldly)attributes or trigun. Our focus of attention
does not rise above the desire of ‘me-mine’ and in the circuit of doubt-
fallacy we become ignorant of and indifferent to the real
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spiritual purpose of life.

Before the coming of the revered Gurus, numerous rites-rituals were in
vogue in the world in which religious leaders were also absorbed. Taking
pity on us, the revered Gurus blessed us with Gurbani in order to take us
out of these empty and hollow rite-rituals and through the real, original
spiritual purpose of life, gave us the teaching to connect us with:-

the living – the aware (ones)

the vibrating (ones)

the love- taste

the love-cup

the life current

the nectar

the shabadh

the Naam.

But we have become trapped again in these very doubt-fallacies,
superstitions, empty ascetic disciplines and rites-rituals. Although our rites-
rituals have changed from the ones (practiced) before, but behind all these
there is only the desire of self-interest. These ego-ridden rites-rituals of
self-interest have come tasteless, empty life-less means in which there is
barely any adhesiveness of spiritual ‘life-current’, – rather through these
rite-ritualistic services:-

struggle

hatred

jealousy

duality

fanaticism

fights

quarrels

pain

suffering
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impatience
ego

passion
anger

greed
attachment

are indeed increasing.

With these empty religious practices we have become ‘righteous’ and
look at others with contempt. With such righteous, incomplete, empty
bookish (knowledge), hollow knowledge, we sharpen the ‘horns’ of our
intellect and are ever ready to ‘plough the sands’ of dry knowledge with
others, regarding this as religious service thus pampering our egotism and
making it even stronger. In other words, such service of religious preaching
has become our intellectual ‘hobby’.

1 They read scriptures, and contemplate the Vedas; they practice the inner
cleansing techniques of Yoga, and control of the breath.
But they cannot escape from the company of the five passions; they are
increasingly bound to egotism. 641

2 He teaches, but does not practice what he preaches; he does not realize the
essential reality of the Word of the Shabad. 380

3 He wanders around babbling and speaking, but he does not understand the
Lord's Command at all. He is blind, the falsest of the false. 509

4 He may talk as much as he wants, but he shall not be pleasing to his Master.
474

After doing just a little service we expect the fulfillment of our wishes.

5 His service is insignificant, but his demands are very great.
He does not obtain the Mansion of the Lord's Presence, but he says that he
has arrived there. 738

If our desire is not fulfilled, we turn away from ‘God’ and becoming
atheists, we start preaching against the path of spirituality.

If someone is doing service for (attaining) spiritual emancipation, then
that too is done with carelessness, indifference, in doubt and in a superficial
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manner because we do not have the real understanding or knowledge of the
spiritual purpose of life; our scanty spiritual knowledge is indeed
incomplete, partial and wrong.

In this way in our ‘daily lives’, instead of ‘religious service’,
‘materialistic sewa’ takes priority.

From many birth we have been passing through the materialistic
sphere, and the thoughts, faith and the desire of ‘me-mine-ness’ have
become so firm in us that despite so many religions and religious
preaching, we cannot come out of the ‘prison’ of egoistic cell.

All our thoughts, thinking, thinking, actions, religion, service,
worship, devotion, revolve around our ego. We are regarding this as
‘religion’ and are contented in this situation.

Therefore, our various types of services and efforts – in the doubt-
fallacy of egotism, are the ‘play’ of trigun’ (the three facets of materialism).

1 In ego they become truthful or false.
In ego they reflect on virtue and sin.
In ego they go to heaven or hell. 466

2 In ego they are ignorant, and in ego they are wise.
They do not know the value of salvation and liberation. 466

3 The blind fools serve the three gunas, the three dispositions; they deal only
with Maya. 1246
With deception in their hearts, the fools read sacred texts to fill their bellies.

4 One who serves in egotism is not accepted or approved. 1070
Such a person is born, only to die again, and come and go in reincarnation.

5 One who does not serve the True Guru, and who does not love the Word of
the Shabad,
earns the very painful disease of egotism; he is so very selfish. 850

6 Those who make pilgrimages to sacred shrines, observe ritualistic fasts and
make donations to charity while still taking pride in their minds
O Nanak, their actions are useless, like the elephant, who takes a bath, and
then rolls in the dust. 1428
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1 As long as his mind is disturbed by waves, he is caught in ego and egotistical
pride.
He does not find the taste of the Shabad, and he does not embrace love for
the Name.
His service is not accepted; worrying and worrying, he wastes away in misery

1247

2 Ego is opposed to the Name of the Lord; the two do not dwell in the same
place.
In egotism, selfless service cannot be performed, and so the soul goes
unfulfilled. 560

From the above lines it is clear that whatever actions or services we do
with the ego-ridden ‘me-mine’ desire in the trigun (tri-attributive)
materialistic sphere – they all come under Karamic Law, and making us
bound by action and reaction put us in the control of yamas (the couriers of
death) .

3 Whatever I do, while engaged in greed, only serves to bind me down. 702

4 Whatever I did, for that I have suffered; I do not blame anyone else. 433

5 One whose mind does not embrace love for the Naam
shall go to hell, even though he may perform millions of ceremonial rituals.

240

In this class (of services) are included scripture reading-worship,
fasting, pilgrimage-bathing, service, service, charity-giving, good-actions,
religious actions, religious preaching, libraries, reading rooms etc. Despite
the increase and expansion of these, our religious and spiritual conditions is
sinking because all this is being done with the desire of ‘me-mine’ of the
ego-ridden mind and is keeping us trapped in trigun materialistic sphere.

In actual fact no action or deed by itself can be regarded as good or
bad. It is through the ‘motive’ behind the action that we can determine if
the action is good or bad.

If physical, material political, mental, intellectual powers are used with
lofty divine motive, then they are said to be ‘charity’, ‘goodness’,
‘kindness’ or ‘service’. But if they are used with low desires, then they are
said to be ‘sin’, - ‘cruelty’.
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As an example a child is brought up by the ‘mother’ and also by the
‘nurse’. But there is tremendous difference in the ‘service’ of these two.
The nurse carries out the ‘duty’ of serving the child just for her wages. On
the other hand, the ‘mother’, subordinate to her deep affection of
motherhood, sacrifices her ‘self’ in bringing up the child, thus foregoing
everything in the service of the child. She does not ask for any reward for
her hard work nor does she complain of her difficulty.

Of all the services in the materialistic sphere, the service linked to
‘mother-affection’, a service that is distinct, exceptional, without desire for
reward, difficult, demanding, of long duration, for the whole life -
unceasing, unending is a service that is regarded as divine service.

In other words it is this very ‘mother-affection’ which is the
expression and manifestation - of the Divine Love – in this materialistic
sphere that expresses (itself) and flourishes through the ‘mother’s’ heart.

This ‘mother-affection’ is not limited just to human beings. It is also
active in the other creatures of the universe.

The service of bringing up a child is said to be

very hard
very tough

very demanding
(that which calls for) self sacrifice

(that which calls for) dividing one self
(that which is done) without desire

for rewards

which can only be carried out through the ‘feeling of love’ like that of the
mother.

For this reason beautiful examples of this ‘mother-affection’ are given
in Gurbani where it is ‘compared’ with ‘Divine-Love’:-

In His own way, He provides us with our food; in His own way, He plays with
us.
He blesses us with all comforts, enjoyments and delicacies, and he permeates
our minds. ||1||
Our Father is the Lord of the World, the Merciful Lord.
Just as the mother protects her children, God nurtures and cares for us. 680
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1 He plays with me, He fondles and caresses me. Forever and ever, He blesses
me with bliss.
He cherishes me, like the father and the mother love their child. 1214

From the above considerations it is clear that in the materialistic
sphere our services of :-

reading - instructing
listening - relating
learning - teaching
understanding - explaining
seeing - copying
imitating – following
customs and traditions
acting under compulsion

are indeed being done :-

for self – interest
for fulfilling of desires
for religious satisfaction.

From these services of the materialistic sphere – the ‘service’ of the
‘mother’ for the ‘child’ has been regarded as sublime and selfless (no
expectation of reward). The reason for this is that the desire of ‘service’ for
the child sprouts from the ‘mother-affection’ (state).

The word ‘sprout’ is worthy of attention.

2 Love and affection, and the taste of yearning, have welled up within; 290

We do all the other services through external motivation or according
to our inclinations, but when a child is born, the ‘fountain’ of ‘mother-
affection’ automatically sprouts and shoots forth in the mother’s heart
through which the child’s service and upbringing is carried out with
‘affectionate desire’.

It’s this ‘desire’ of ‘mother-affection’ that guides and assists in the :-

upbringing
cuddling
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playing
flourishing

good wishes
sympathy

of the child – even though the child makes many mistakes and may
even attain old age.

Whatever service or good that we do in the materialistic sphere
with our ego-ridden mind, behind it is the off-spring of self-interest,
wish, desire or there is the hidden hunger of getting ‘applause’ (from
others). For this reason such service is valued in the materialistic
sphere according to the Karamic Law but in the Divine Court of the
‘spiritual sphere’, such sewa does not reach and does not count.

As an example when two souls, one rich and the other poor had
their accounts done in the Divine Court, the rich soul had great hope
that he would be welcomed and honoured there because he had
helped to build many schools, colleges, libraries, orphanages, homes
for widows and religious centres in this world. He also gave for
charity, welfare and had various types of worship and rites and
rituals carried out. But despite this, there was no record of any
‘spiritual service’ in the records of Dharamraj (god of justice). He
(the rich soul) was told that whatever donations, charity, good
actions he had done in this world – all their ‘fruit’ he had already
received in the materialistic sphere in the form of praise and
‘applause’. In the ‘spiritual account book’ there was not any ‘entry’ –
because he had not done any service by ‘sacrificing himself’ without
expecting any reward. The ‘settlement’ of his ‘ego ridden’ good
actions had already taken place in the ‘materialistic-sphere’.

1 Those who make pilgrimages to sacred shrines, observe ritualistic fasts and
make donations to charity while still taking pride in their minds
- O Nanak, their actions are useless, like the elephant, who takes a bath, and
then rolls in the dust. 1428

2 One who serves in egotism is not accepted or approved.
Such a person is born, only to die again, and come and go in reincarnation.1070
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But the poor ‘soul’ despite being in a very bad state of poverty,
sacrificing his ‘self’ did what little service he could do without expecting
reward and that was ‘recorded’ in the Divine Court. Consequently he was
given respect and honour and he became eligible for other blessings too.

If a beloved devotee offers even a coin (of lowest value) with faith and
devotion, the Guru in return blesses him with all the treasures. Bh Gur Kabit S:

All the above considerations are limited up to the services that are in
vogue in the doubt-fallacy of the trigun materialistic sphere.

Beyond the trigun (three attributes of worldliness), the service of the
Divine Sphere is different. It is the ‘play’ of pure spiritual state.

Behind the service of the spiritual sphere there is no:-

self-interest

public opinion

imitation

compulsion

sensual desire

passion

fear

egotism

me-mine ness.

This Divine Service is the cultivation of God’s Will:-

by rising above the second (worldly) love
in the absence of egotism
by becoming the ‘purchased slave”
by sacrificing one’s self
by becoming obedient to God’s command.

If man eliminates his self-conceit and then performs service, he shall be honored.
474
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The Divine Service in the

love
affection

eagerness
ambition

self-love

of the Satguru is only possible by

becoming absorbed in its intoxication,
tuning (oneself) to the Will (of God),
becoming the Divine Tool,
tuning to the Divine ‘sound-current’.

1 The Sikh of the Guru, falling at the feet (of the Guru) relinquish his
ego and desires of the mind.

He fetches water, fans the congregation, grinds the flour (for langgar)
and does all manual jobs.

He cleanses and spreads the sheets and gets not dejected while putting
fire in the fire-place.

With the patience of a man who is dead (to this world), he develops
contentment... Bh. Gurdas 27/19

2 I am Your purchased slave, O True Lord Master.
My soul and body, and all of this, everything is Yours. 396

3 I am Your slave, Your bonded servant, and so I am called fortunate.
I sold myself at Your store in exchange for the Guru's Word; whatever You
link me to, to that I am linked. 991

4 One who performs selfless service, without thought of reward,
shall attain his Lord and Master. 286

It is service which does not expect reward and which is emancipating
that can in reality be said to be ‘Spiritual Service’ or ‘Guru’s Service’.

In Gurbani such spiritual sewa of the lofty-pure, untainted, liberating,
Divine sphere is described and praised thus:-

5 Service to the Guru is worship of the Guru. How rare are those who obtain it! 66

6 Some stand and serve You; without the Name, nothing else pleases them. 139
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1 I will accept the Will of the True Guru, and eradicate selfishness from within.
By this work and service, the Naam shall come to dwell within my mind. 34

2 Blessed, rewarding and fruitful is the service of the True Guru;
through it, I chant the Name of the Lord, Har, Har, and I have found peace.

166

3 The color of the Lord's Love never fades away; serve the Guru, and dwell
upon the Word of the Shabad. 235

4 Fruitful and rewarding is that service, which is pleasing to the Guru's Mind.
31

5 Each and every moment, I contemplate and adore Him.
Day and night, I serve Him like this. 391\

6 Implant the Naam within, perform devotional worship to the Lord and serve
God - this is good. 405

7 Day and night, remain content with the Naam, the Name of the Lord; that is
the true service. 421

8 They serve their Lord Master, and reflect upon the Perfect Word of the shabad.
They serve the Lord, and love the True Word of the Shabad. 512

9 Some wait upon and serve the True Guru; they embrace love for the Lord's Name.
552

10 Here, there and everywhere, You are pervading; please, bless Nanak to serve
the Saints. 680

11 I perform service for Your slave, O Lord, and wipe his feet with my hair.
I offer my head to him, and listen to the Glorious Praises of the Lord, the
source of bliss. 810

12 Liberation, comfort and proper lifestyle come from serving You; You alone
cause us to serve You. 749

13 The sevadar performs selfless service when he is pleased, and confirmed in
the True Word of the Shabad. 767

14 Service to the Lord, O Nanak, is the treasure of treasures; all other clever
tricks are useless. 828

15 Those who serve the Lord find peace; without serving Him, they regret and
repent. 1071
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1 The Naam is my service to the Guru. 1145

2 Serving the True Guru, the Naam is implanted within. 1175

3 Selfless service and intuitive awareness come by reflecting upon the Word of
the Shabad.
Chanting, intensive meditation and austere self-discipline come by subduing
the ego. 1343

4 Those who serve their True Guru, who contemplate the Word of the Guru's
Shabad, 1415

5 The way of learning the conduct of a Sikh of a Guru is that one should serve
the holy congregation. Bh. Gur. 28/4

Whom should we serve? Gurbani gives us the answer thus:-

6 Kabeer, it is good to perform selfless service for two - the Saints and the Lord.
The Lord is the Giver of liberation, and the Saint inspires us to chant the
Naam. 1373

7 It is so painful to serve only mortal beings.
Service to the Holy brings lasting peace and bliss. 1182

8 Work for the One Lord; no one returns empty-handed from Him.
When the Lord abides within your mind, body, mouth and heart, then
whatever you desire shall come to pass. 255

9 All sinful mistakes are erased, by meditating in remembrance on the Lord of
the Universe. 321

10 Serve such a True Guru, O my mind, that by serving Him, God's Love may be
produced, and all others may be forgotten. 490

11 Serve the Lord; do not serve anyone else.
Serving the Lord, you shall obtain the fruits of your heart's desires; serving
another, your life shall pass away in vain. 490

12 Fruitful is service to the True Guru, if one does so with a sincere mind. 552

13 Some wait upon and serve the True Guru; they embrace love for the Lord's
Name. 552
O Nanak, they reform their lives, and redeem their generations as well.

14 Service to the Divine Guru is fruitful; it has made me pure in the Court of the
Lord. 814

15 I serve His humble servants,

17



and speak and abide with them. 828

1 O mind, true peace comes from serving the Lord.
Other services are false, and as punishment for them, the Messenger of Death
bashes in one's head. 986

2 Whom should I serve, and whom should I praise?
I serve the True Guru, and praise the Word of the Shabad. 1048

Any other type of sewa is not acceptable in the spiritual sphere

4 Forsaking God, and serving another, one's honor, dignity and reputation are
decreased. 497

5 Why serve another who is born, and then dies? 509

6 Without devotional worship of the Lord, service is useless. 1158

7 False, false, false, false is all other service. 1166

8 It is so painful to serve only mortal beings.
Service to the Holy brings lasting peace and bliss. 1182

9 Without serving God, one who serves another wastes his time uselessly.
When the Messenger of Death comes to kill you, O mortal, what will your
condition be then? 1222

10 The self-willed manmukh may perform service, but his consciousness is
attached to the love of duality.
Through Maya, his emotional attachment to children, spouse and relatives
increases.
He shall be called to account in the Court of the Lord, and in the end, no one
will be able to save him.
Without the Lord's Name, all is pain. Attachment to Maya is agonizingly
painful. 1422

Gurbani relate the ‘fruit’ of spiritual services thus:-

11 O servant Nanak, one who is committed to the Lord's service - the whole
world is saved along with him. 958

12 O Nanak, service to the Saints beings peace; I drink in the wash water of the
feet of the Saints. 1019
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1 Service to the Guru is the way to liberation. Night and day, sing the Kirtan of
the Lord's Praises. 1028

2 Through the True Word of the Shabad, serve the True Guru. 1044
Old age and death cannot even touch one who is in harmony with the True Lord.

3 Serving the Guru, through the Word of the Shabad, He is realized. 1045

4 Service to the Guru seems sweet to them.
Night and day, they are intuitively immersed in celestial peace. 1050

5 There is no other profit as great as service to the Guru.
The Naam abides within my mind, and I praise the Naam. 1062

6 Those who serve the True Guru are blessed with the supreme status; through
the Naam, they are blessed with glorious greatness. 1131

7 Whoever, as Gurmukh, serves and works hard,
is molded and shaped in the true mint of the Shabad, the Word of God. 1134

8 Serving the True Guru the hard and heavy shutters of his mind are opened
wide. 1139

9 Serving the Guru, I obtain the Ambrosial Fruit; my egotism and desire have
been quenched. 1155

10 Whoever serves the True Lord finds joy.
O Nanak, he is intuitively absorbed in the Naam, the Name of the Lord. 1174

11 Serving the True Guru, the Naam is implanted within. 1175

12 Serving the Guru, peace is obtained; do not search for peace anywhere else.
548

13 Serving the Guru, I have obtained the supreme status; I meditate on the Lord
with every breath, and every morsel of food. 573

14 Serving the Guru, one realizes the Naam, the Name of the Lord; fruitful is his
life, and his coming into the world. 602

15 Serving the Guru, peace is produced, and then, one does not suffer in pain.
The cycle of birth and death is brought to an end, and death has no power
over at all. 651

16 Millions of obstacles are removed, by serving the Lord, and one enters into
the eternal dwelling of the Lord of the Universe. 702
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1 Serving the Guru, it is obtained, and as Gurmukh, one is emancipated. 725

2 See the glorious greatness of serving the Lord, O Saints of the Lord; He has
conquered and driven all the enemies and evil-doers out of the body-village. 851

3 Night and day, serve God.
This is the sign that one has met with the Lord. 897

4 Serving the True Guru brings a deep and profound peace, and one's desires
are fulfilled.
Abstinence, truthfulness and self-discipline are obtained, and the body is
purified; the Lord, Har, Har, comes to dwell within the mind. 31

5 Service to the Guru is the most excellent and sublime penance of penances.
The Dear Lord dwells in the mind, and all suffering departs. 423

6 Serving the True Guru, all things are obtained.
As are the desires one harbors, so are the rewards one receives. 116

7 Working for the Lord, His humble servants look beautiful.
The fire of Maya does not touch them. 190

8 The four cardinal blessings are obtained by serving the Lord.
The Elysian Tree, the source of all blessings, is meditation on the Unseen and
Unknowable Lord. 108

9 Serving the Guru, all of one's generations are saved.
Keep the Immaculate Naam enshrined within your heart. 423

10 The peace which is obtained by serving God, the Lord of the Universe - that
peace cannot be found in kingdoms or power. 336

11 The color of the Lord's Love never fades away; serve the Guru, and dwell
upon the Word of the Shabad. 235

How is Divine Service carried out?

12 I will accept the Will of the True Guru, and eradicate selfishness from within.
By this work and service, the Naam shall come to dwell within my mind. 34

13 In the Guru's service is reflection upon the Shabad.
Subduing ego, practice pure actions. 223

14 I serve the Lord, and I chant the Name of God. 300

15 Each and every moment, I contemplate and adore Him.
Day and night, I serve Him like this. 391
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1 Serve the Guru, and wait upon Him; as you work, maintain the Fear of God.
As you serve Him, you will become like Him, as you walk according to His Will.

549

2 I carry the water, wave the fan, and grind the corn for the Saints; I sing the
Glorious Praises of the Lord of the Universe. 673

3 Listen, O brides of the Lord: serve your Beloved Husband Lord, and
contemplate the Word of His Shabad. 583

4 Serve the True Guru forever, O Siblings of Destiny, and eradicate self-conceit
from within. 638

5 It is very difficult to serve the True Guru; offer your head, and eradicate self-
conceit. 649

6 Please give me millions of hands to serve You, God, and let my feet walk on
Your Path.
Service to the Lord is the boat to carry us across the terrifying world-ocean.

781

7 The selfless service of the Gurmukhs is approved; in celestial peace, they live
the essence of reality. 788

8 Grasp hold of the feet of the servant of the humble Saints. 811

9 Here, there and everywhere, You are pervading; please, bless Nanak to serve
the Saints. 680

10 True living is serving the Divine, Supreme Lord God; the Guru has imparted
this teaching to me. 678

11 Such is the service which the Lord's servant performs,
that he dedicates his soul to the Lord, to whom it belongs......
The True Lord and Master grants His Grace;
how can such a servant be afraid of death? ||4||
Prays Nanak, practice contemplation,
and enshrine love for the True Word of His Bani. 661

12 Day and night, remain content with the Naam, the Name of the Lord; that is
the true service. 421

13 I perform service for Your slave, O Lord, and wipe his feet with my hair.
I offer my head to him, and listen to the Glorious Praises of the Lord, the
source of bliss. 810
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1 One who brings me a message from my Lord and Master - says Nanak, what
shall I give to Him? 558

Obeying the ‘Will’ of the ‘command’ of the Immortal Being is indeed
Divine Service.

By becoming the ‘purchased slave’
By becoming ‘obedient to God’s Command’

By becoming ‘dead’ (to this world)
By becoming a ‘devotee’

By becoming the ‘dust’
By leaving the dictates of the mind

By sacrificing the ‘self’

and obeying the ‘command’ of the house of Nanak is indeed the spiritual
sewa of the Divine sphere.

2 One who realizes the Hukam of the Lord's Command is said to be His servant.
He endures both bad and good equally. 1076

3 Working for the Guru, serving the Guru and the Guru's Command, all are
pleasing to me. 671

4 I will accept the Will of the True Guru, and eradicate selfishness from within.
By this work and service, the Naam shall come to dwell within my mind. 34

Service of Love
In the Divine sphere, emancipating, pure, spiritual selfless service

can only take place in the joy and exuberance of Satguru’s affection, love,
love of the innate self:-

5 Some wait upon and serve the True Guru; they embrace love for the Lord's
Name.
O Nanak, they reform their lives, and redeem their generations as well. 552

6 Serve such a True Guru, O my mind, that by serving Him, God's Love may be
produced, and all others may be forgotten. 490

7 They alone are devotees, and they alone are selfless servants, who love the
Lord's Name.
By their selfless service, they find the Lord, while ashes fall on the heads of
the slanderers. 733
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1 Serve the Saints with loving faith, and set aside your pride and stubbornness.733

2 One is blessed with love for the Saadh Sangat, the Company of the Holy, by
great good fortune. 1360

3 Without the Saadh Sangat, the Company of the Holy, love for the Lord does
not well up; without this love, Your devotional worship cannot be performed. 694

4 They serve the Lord, and love the True Word of the Shabad. 512

5 The Lord casts His Glance of Grace, and inspires love and affection.
Joined to the service of the True Guru, the mortal being crosses over the
terrifying world-ocean. 1422

6 (I) speak the truth, listen you all, (only) those who have loved will find God. Saw.P 10

7 The God-conscious being delights in doing good to others. 273

8 Fruitful and rewarding is that service, which is pleasing to the Guru's Mind. 314

9 I do not seek power, and I do not seek liberation. My mind is in love with
Your Lotus Feet. 534

Who can do the service of the Guru?

10 Granting His Mercy, He has linked His humble servants to His service. 866
He has rid me of the pains of birth and death, and merged me with Himself.

11 If such pre-ordained destiny is written upon one's forehead, then the True
Guru enjoins him to serve Him.
O Nanak, then he obtains the jewel, the gem; blessed, blessed is that one
who follows the Guru's Teachings, and finds the Lord. 880

12 One who has such good karma inscribed upon his forehead, is committed to
the Lord's service. 964

13 He alone serves You, whom You have enjoined to do so. 1044

14 He Himself forgives, and enjoins us to serve the Guru.
Through the Guru's Teachings, the Naam comes to dwell within the mind.1053

15 Without good destiny, no one can serve the True Guru.
The self-willed manmukhs are deluded, and die weeping and wailing. 1065

16 That humble being is attached to the Lord's service, whom the Lord so
attaches. 1070
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1 He alone is the Guru's servant, whom the Guru Himself links to His service,
and upon whose forehead such blessed destiny is inscribed. 1078

2 He alone is a servant, whom the Lord enjoins to His service. 1159

3 If the Lord is merciful, then the mortal is allowed to serve Him. 1172

4 That person, upon whose forehead the Guru places His Hand
Out of millions, how rare is that slave. 1340

5 By the Hukam of Your Command, I am blessed with Your Insignia; I serve my
Lord and Master. 1395

6 One who has such good destiny written upon his forehead, dedicates himself
to His service.
One who attains the Saadh Sangat, the Company of the Holy, has his desires
fulfilled. 457

According to Gurbani, the Guru’s servant (disciple) has been
praised thus:-

7 Those who serve You, become just like You; O Fearless Lord, You are their
best friend from infancy. 1021

8 The Guru's servants are the Beloveds of the True Guru.
Contemplating the Shabad, they sit upon His throne. 1026

9 Those who serve the True Guru are supreme and famous.
Deep within each and every heart, they recognize God. 1032

10 Those who serve You are immersed in You. You unite them in Union with
Yourself. 1060

11 Those who serve the True Guru are very fortunate.
They intuitively enshrine love for the True Lord. 1063

12 He alone serves You, who pleases You.
Through the Guru's Shabad, he merges in the True Lord.
Night and day, he chants the Lord's Praises, day and night; his tongue savors
and delights in the sublime essence of the Lord. 1067

13 The Guru's servant is not consigned to hell.
The Guru's servant meditates on the Supreme Lord God.
The Guru's servant joins the Saadh Sangat, the Company of the Holy; the
Guru ever gives the life of the soul. 1075
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1 No obstacles stand in the way of devotion to the Lord, for one who serves the
Guru. The Guru implants perfect spiritual wisdom. 1075

2 One who realizes the Hukam of the Lord's Command is said to be His servant.
He endures both bad and good equally. 1076

3 That humble being, who serves the Lord, has his affairs resolved by the Lord.
1099

4 That humble being, who, as Gurmukh, serves the Lord, obtains all peace and
pleasure.

He Himself is saved, along with his family, and all the world is saved as well.

He collects the wealth of the Lord's Name, and all his thirst is quenched.

He renounces worldly greed, and his inner being is lovingly attuned to the
Lord.

Forever and ever, the home of his heart is filled with bliss; the Lord is his
companion, help and support.

He looks alike upon enemy and friend, and wishes well to all.

He alone is fulfilled in this world, who meditates on the spiritual wisdom of the
Guru.

He obtains what is pre-ordained for him, according to the Lord. 1100

5 He Himself cherishes His servant forever.
He watches over every breath of His humble devotee.
Tell me, what is the nature of human beings?
The Lord extends His Hand, and saves them from the Messenger of Death.

1149

6 One who serves the Lord is the Lord's person.
He dwells in intuitive peace, and never suffers in sorrow. 1172

7 God's servants are embellished and exalted in His Court;
serving Him, they look beauteous forever. 1339

8 Your servants are totally fulfilled, throughout the ages; O Waahay Guru, it is
all You, forever. 1403

9 Those who serve You, become You. You preserve the honor of Your servants.
758

10 Those who serve, those who serve my Dear Lord, are absorbed into the Being
of the Lord, Har, Har. 11
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1 I am forever a sacrifice to those who perform service for the Guru.............
I am a sacrifice to those Gurmukhs who serve their Beloved Lord.
They themselves are saved, along with their families, and through them, all
the world is saved..............
Those Sikhs of the Guru, who serve the Guru, are the most blessed beings.
Servant Nanak is a sacrifice to them; He is forever and ever a sacrifice. 725

2 Those who serve the True Guru shall prosper; here and hereafter, they are
absorbed in the Naam. 112

3 The love which the Lord's servant feels for the Lord lasts forever.
In my life, I served my Lord and Master, and as I depart, I keep Him
enshrined in my consciousness. 1000

4 The Lord's servant becomes like the Lord.
Do not think that, because of his human body, he is different. 1076

With the service of the Satguru the mind becomes pure:-

5 Applying oneself to the service of the Guru, the mind is purified, and peace is
obtained. 61

6 Those humble beings who serve the True Guru are pure and immaculate. 231

7 Service to the True Guru is immaculate and pure; those humble beings who
are pure perform this service. 304

8 Serving the Guru, the mind becomes immaculately pure, and the darkness of
spiritual ignorance is dispelled. 593

9 Serving the Guru, one becomes immaculate.
He enshrines the Naam, the Name of the Lord, within, and his state becomes
exalted. 664

Without ‘service’ it is impossible to have devotional love of God. This
devotional love is in fact the Service of Satguru.

10 This is devotional worship, that one loves the True Lord; without service, one
cannot be a devotee. 506

11 Without serving the Guru, there is no devotional worship. How can anyone, by
himself, know the Lord? 1013

12 Without serving the Guru, there is no devotional worship,
even though one may make all sorts of efforts. 1342

13 Implant the Naam within, perform devotional worship to the Lord and serve
God - this is good. 405
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1 How very fortunate are they, who are committed to the Guru's service.
Night and day, they are engaged in devotional worship; the True Name is
implanted within them. 423

Meditating and repeating the Name, or deliberating on the Word (Shabad) or
cultivating it, is indeed Divine Service:-

2 Service to the Lord, O Nanak, is the treasure of treasures; 828

3 I serve the Lord, and I chant the Name of God. 300

4 The selfless service of the Gurmukhs is approved; in celestial peace, they live the
essence of reality. 788

5 They serve their Lord Master, and reflect upon the Perfect Word of the Shabad. 512

6 The sevadar performs selfless service when he is pleased, and confirmed in
the True Word of the Shabad. 767

7 Selfless service and intuitive awareness come by reflecting upon the Word of the
Shabad. 13

Chanting, intensive meditation and austere self-discipline come by subduing the ego.

8 Those who serve their True Guru, who contemplate the Word of the Guru's
Shabad, 1415

9 Serving the Guru, through the Word of the Shabad, He is realized. 1045

From the Gurbani lines written above it is clear that Satguru’s service
is difficult and tough.

10 It is very difficult to serve the True Guru; offer your head, and eradicate self-
conceit. 649

11 The elephant offers its head to the reins, and the anvil offers itself to the hammer;
just so, we offer our minds and bodies to our Guru; we stand before Him, and
serve Him.
This is how the Gurmukhs eliminate their self-conceit, and come to rule the whole
world. 647

12 O Nanak, he alone is called a selfless servant, who cuts off his head, and offers it
to the Lord. 1247

13 To work for the Guru, or a spiritual teacher, is terribly difficult, but it brings the
most excellent peace. 1422

In reality such hard, difficult, ‘extra tough’ spiritual service is done by some
rare spiritually elevated Guru orientated beloved souls, who are free from passion
and worldly gains.

14 Service to the Guru is worship of the Guru. How rare are those who obtain it! 66

15 But one who understands the essence of Yoga - such a humble servant is very
rare. 1302

16 That person, upon whose forehead the Guru places His Hand
- out of millions, how rare is that slave. 1340
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1 Out of millions, hardly anyone is a servant of the Lord. All the others are mere
traders. 495

2 In love with duality, they never receive the Name. Held in the grasp of pain, they
suffer terribly. 1246

Without service this human birth is meaningless and cursed. Gurbani
gives us strong warning about this:-

3 He never serves the Guru; he wastes his life uselessly. 1130

4 Those who have not served the True Guru-why did they even bother to come into
the world?
They are bound and gagged and beaten at Death's door, but no one hears their
shrieks and cries.
They waste their lives uselessly; they die and are reincarnated over and over
again. 69

5 Those who do not serve the True Guru, and who do not contemplate the Word of
the Shabad
-spiritual wisdom does not enter into their hearts; they are like dead bodies in the
world. 88

6 Cursed are their lives; they have uselessly wasted this human life. 129

7 Without serving the Guru, everything is lost. 226

8 Without serving the Guru, there is only pitch darkness. Without the Guru, the Way
is not found. 244

9 Those who do not serve the True Guru do not embrace love for the Word of the
Shabad.
They do not meditate on the Celestial Naam, the Name of the Lord - why did they
even bother to come into the world?
Time and time again, they are reincarnated, and they rot away forever in manure.
They are attached to false greed; they are not on this shore, nor on the one
beyond. 512

10 Without serving the True Guru, the deeds which are done are only chains binding
the soul.
Without serving the True Guru, they find no place of rest. They die, only to be
born again - they continue coming and going.
Without serving the True Guru, their speech is insipid. They do not enshrine the
Naam, the Name of the Lord, in the mind.
O Nanak, without serving the True Guru, they are bound and gagged, and beaten
in the City of Death; they depart with blackened faces. 552

11 Without serving the True Guru, the people of the world are dead; they waste their
lives away in vain.
In love with duality, they suffer terrible pain; they die, and are reincarnated, and
continue coming and going.
They live in manure, and are reincarnated again and again. (quot. cont. next pg) 591
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O Nanak, without the Name, the Messenger of Death punishes them; in the end,
they depart regretting and repenting. 591

1 Without serving the True Guru, he suffers in terrible pain, and throughout the
four ages, he wanders aimlessly. 603

2 Without serving the True Guru, no one finds the Lord; the self-willed
manmukhs die crying out in pain......
Without serving the True Guru, one cannot escape reincarnation, even by
performing numerous rituals. 638

3 Without serving the True Guru, there is only pitch-black darkness. 1054

4 Without serving the True Guru, no one finds liberation.
Go ask any spiritual teacher or meditator. 1063

5 Cursed, cursed is the self-willed manmukh, who wastes his life away.
He does not serve the Perfect Guru; he does not love the Name of the Lord.

1131

6 Without serving the Guru, there is no devotional worship,
even though one may make all sorts of efforts. 1342

7 Kabeer, those houses in which neither the Holy nor the Lord are served
- those houses are like cremation grounds; demons dwell within them. 1374

8 Those who do not serve the True Guru, the Primal Being, and do not reflect
upon the Word of the Shabad
do not call them human beings; they are just animals and stupid beasts.1419

9 Without serving the Guru, there is no devotional worship. How can anyone, by
himself, know the Lord? 1013

10 Without serving the True Guru, the Naam is not obtained. You can read until
you are exhausted, but you shall not find peace and tranquility. 1046

Service which is done under the subordination of various emotional
feelings is of many types.

These desires and emotions express and manifest themselves in many:

forms and colours
appearances
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abstractions

consciousness

flights

swings of self love

coddling of affection

exuberance of excitement

brimming of enthusiasm

sudden tugs of love string

cords of love

glance of affection

intoxication of liquor

ecstasy of -

intoxication.

All our:-

thoughts

thinking

action

religion

goodness

service

efforts

spiritual paths

worship

charity

lives

are in fact the function of and subordinate to these desires and emotions.

It is important to remember that these motivations are working
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in both the spheres i.e.

1. The materialistic sphere of trigun (three attribtes)

2. The Divine Spiritual sphere
are operating in many abstract layers and levels. According to these
motivations our lives take on a virtuous or sinful character.

Gurbani (springing) from the very source of Divine sphere is the
manifestation of the very abstract intuitional motivations of the
Satgurus. For this reason human beings, (belonging to) the
materialistic sphere (equipped) with crude intellect cannot
understand, discover and discern the underlying meaning, intuitional
secret spiritual ‘essence’ of Gurbani. That is why to explain and
guide those with limited intelligence, many ‘examples’ of the
materialistic sphere have been given throughout Gurbani and in Bhai
Gurdas Ji’s writings. But we are so absorbed in the affairs of our
routine daily life that we have no time to deliberate on or understand
the clear natural examples, nor do we feel the need to do so.

From these numerous natural examples, one example of the
mother engaged in the service of the child under the subordination of
‘mother’s affection’ have been discussed in detail.

Now some other relevant and advice-filled examples are being
presented here.

Every tree sprouts from a small seed. That seed gets its ‘life-
current’ from the earth with which it sprouts, grows, flourishes and
fruits. Because the tree has limited intelligence, it – following the
flow of Divine ‘Command’- spontaneously does charity and service
without expecting reward. It – bearing rain, storms, gales, heat, cold
– saves us from them by keeping us under its protection. It bears the
‘heat’ of strong sunshine but gives us shade. It offers ‘flowers’ and
‘fruits’ without discriminating against anybody – be he a Muslim or
Hindu, Sikh or Christian, virtuous or sinful, Brahmin or untouchable!
It serves spontaneously. Opposed to this we commit cruelty against
the tree. We break its twigs for cleaning our teeth and we pluck its
flowers and fruits.
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still it does not protest and continues to sacrifice ‘itself’ intoxicated
in Divine ‘Will’. We cut it into pieces of wood to use these as fuel –
still it gives us warmth. When it dries up, we cut , chop, saw and
plane it and use it for our benefit. Bearing so many difficulties and
cruelties – it continues to sacrifice ‘itself’ and serves unconsciously
without expecting reward, without protest (and without saying) that it
is doing anyone a favour.

Similarly take the example of the rose ‘flower’. Acquiring
beauty, tenderness, fragrance through the Divine Life-Current from
the earth, it begins to distribute its ‘self’ meaning its beauty,
tenderness, fragrance when it is in the bloom of youth. This is
because the virtues of the ‘self’ (of the flower) cannot be contained
in it and they spill over. In this way the flower is ‘distributing’ its
‘self’ day and night, whether someone takes it or not.

This is not all – if we break and crumple the tender petals of the
flower and trample on it, or if we boil it over fire to make perfume,
even then, bearing so many tragedies and cruelties, it does not stop
distributing its ‘self’ because according to the flow of Divine Will in
it, it has the eagerness (the ambition) of distributing its ‘self’ daily in
new colours. This line (from Gurbani) aptly befits the state of the
flower:-

The God-conscious being delights in doing good to others. 273

Without the low desires that arise from any displeasure, protest
or revenge, the flower, doing the service or work of pure and
emancipating Divine ‘Command’ is cultivating this line of Gurbani
‘effacing his self-conceit, he performs service’, in the correct way.

In this way, the flower intoxicated with the ecstasy (or delight)
of taste, colour, fragrance from within its self, becomes extremely
happy with the rapture as Divine ‘youthfulness’
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overflows
pours over

sacrifices the self
distributes its ‘prime youth’

cultivates Divine Will
plays the game of equipoise

in the ‘love of the self’

and doing selfless service (without expecting reward), is making a
success of its life and is spontaneously, unknowingly, innocently
obeying and cultivating the Gurbani lines below:-

1 But if he eliminates his self-conceit and then performs service, he shall be
honored. 474

2 Fareed, answer evil with goodness; do not fill your mind with anger. 1382

3 The sharp tool cuts down the tree, but it does not feel anger in its mind.
It serves the purpose of the cutter, and does not blame him at all. 1017

Of all the examples – the tree and the flower because of their crude
consciousness and limited intellect, are doing the service of the universe
unknowingly and spontaneously according to the inlaid ‘command’; in this
they do not have the perception of the service or the feeling of egotism. For
this reason, their unconscious service is liberating and without desire for
reward. With this their salvation and spiritual progress is taking place
(automatically).

But the Immortal Being has blessed man with very subtle
consciousness and sharp intellect - under the influence of these subtle
feelings he does service. In the folds of such service the doubt fallacy of
egotism and the constituent of ‘me-mine’ is working. Behind such ego-
ridden ‘service’ there is some self-interest or some part of vanity of me-
mineness. For this reason, the ‘service’ of man cannot be said to be
emancipating and selfless (without expectation of reward). The ego-ridden
service is worldly activity under the Karamic law of the materialistic world
and we, becoming bound by action and reaction, experience
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the effects but we cannot achieve salvation in the ‘spiritual sphere’.

Although the mother’s very special and supernatural service of her
child is very difficult and there is the mother’s ‘self-sacrifice’ – but behind
it there is the family feeling of ‘me-mineness’. She cannot perform such
service for the children of her neighbours. For this reason ‘mother’s’
service comes under ‘Karmic Law” – because regarding the child as ‘hers’
she gets emotionally attached to it and getting absorbed in this ‘attachment’
– in the ‘mother-affection’, she forgets the Divine ‘gift’ that sprouted in her
at the time of carrying the child, the gift for nurturing the child.

If the ‘mother’ brings up the child according to the ‘in-laid command’
(of the Creator) in the gratitude of the source of mother-affection feeling,
which she acquired from the Immortal Being, but does not feel the
intimateness (with all that’s worldly), then her service would be
emancipating and selfless. This service would be fruitful and salvation –
giving.

Here the example of Mother Theresa is very relevant. (Steeped) in the
intoxication of love of Christ she did liberating and selfless service of
bringing up many handicapped children without the attachment of
intimacy (with all that’s worldly).

From these examples it is clear that:-

1. The fruit is acquired according to the ‘desire’ behind the ‘service’.

...people receive the fruits of their rewards according to their love for the
Lord. 602

2. Whatever service is done in the materialistic sphere with the
motivation of ‘me-mineness’ through the ego-ridden mind - that
service despite appearing very good and special comes under
Karamic Law, and it does not contribute to the journey towards
the spiritual sphere.

3. To become worthy of the supreme place of the spiritual sphere and
to become imbued with the love of Satguru, it is necessary to carry
out service that is emancipating and without desire for reward.
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Satguru’s faith filled love can only be obtained through:-

1. The deliberation of the intrinsic meaning of Gurbani.

2. The company of spiritually elevated beloved ones.

3. Meditation or uninterrupted practice of cultivating the Name.

4. Guru’s grace.

1 Join the Saadh Sangat, the Company of the Holy Evolved Beings; vibrate and
meditate on the Jewel of the Naam. 12

2 Only they who truly love, will experience God S. Pat: 10

The spiritually elevated guru-orientated saint:-

in the love of the Guru,
in the colour of Naam,
in the sweet melody of Shabad,
in the eagerness of love, affection, taste
in the tune of the powerful impulse of eagerness-joy,
in the zeal of spiritual exuberance,

when (he):-

overflows
wells-s up

gets enamoured
sacrifices himself

shares his ‘self’
scatters his ‘self’

then through his every:-

thought
movement

glance
word

gait
touch
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appearance
company

there is the expression of the reflection and illumination of:-

Nanak-affection
Naam

Shabad
love

affection
taste

eagerness
exuberance.

In the eyes of such Guru-orientated beings, there is no discrimination
of good-bad, sinner-virtuous, high-low because they (the saints) have risen
above the small false-thinking world of ‘me-mineness’ of trigun (three
worldly attributes) and are residing in some high-lofty, clean-pure,
beautiful self love of ‘Nanak-affection’ and becoming intoxicated in the
inebriation of Divine taste, they are playing the love- game.. They are
residents of the Divine Sphere, ‘own-home’, the city without affliction
where there is no sickness of second –love or egotism or ‘me-mineness’.

Like the flow of water or the blowing of wind the flow of exuberance
of charity in Guru-orientated beings sprouts and manifests daily in new
colours-shapes. In this way they are automatically, spontaneously doing
pure, liberating, selfless service, and like the ‘flower’, distributing the
‘self’, getting it plundered and scattered has become their natural
behaviour. Like the rose flower every moment, every instant, every
measure of time (24 minutes), every day and night all of their lives pass in
doing charity and service.

The God-conscious being delights in doing good to others. 273

Sacrificing ‘their self’ in the intoxication of ‘Nanak-affliction’, the
Guru-orientated beings undergo many types of sacrifices and martyrdoms
with blooming faces, in laughter and in gratitude say (to God) ‘Your Will is
sweet –
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Nanak asks for precious asset of Naam’. Such spiritual martyrdoms and sacrifices
have been shown by the Gurus themselves and many unparallel examples are
found in Sikh history.

But such benevolent Guru-orientated beings are very rare in this world.

1 The Saints are few and far between; everything else in the world is just a
pompous show. 1411

2 Out of millions, hardly anyone is a servant of the Lord. All the others are mere
traders. 495

Even in the ‘Silence’ of such Guru-orientated beloved ones, there is ‘service’
and benevolence, just like the numerous creatures of nature who though unable to
speak are doing the service of nature according to the ‘inlaid Command’ in an
unspoken and unseen way.

Through the ‘silent-love’ of Guru-orientated beloveds beings, many
promising souls are unknowingly receiving Divine ‘love message’ or the touch of
‘Naam-experience’ in unspoken language through intuition.

3 We cannot meet the Lord by our own efforts, nor can we meet Him through
service; He comes and meets us spontaneously. 672

To the soul of the seekers of spirituality this Divine gift is Divine
Realm’s :-

charm

miracle

labour

service

benevolence

trade

commerce

play of love

treasure of Naam

love of innate self
shabad

Guru’s Grace.

But this Divine ‘play of love’ is beyond the grasp of our limited
intellect. Only some spiritually elevated Guru-orientated saint who is the
knower
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of the fourth stage (of spirituality), (who belongs to the)supreme rank, (who
resides in the) Divine Sphere and has the gift of the essence of spirituality
can understand, discover, discern, experience the ‘play of love’.

1 But one who understands the essence of Yoga - such a humble servant is very
rare 1302

2 They alone are devotees, and they alone are selfless servants, who love the
Lord's Name. 733

3 The sevadar performs selfless service when he is pleased, and confirmed in
the True Word of the Shabad. 767

4 The Lord's servant becomes like the Lord.
Do not think that, because of his human body, he is different. 1076

5 He Himself preserves the honor of His servants; their glorious greatness
becomes perfect. 621

6 He alone is a servant, whom the Lord enjoins to His service.
He alone attains the Immaculate Divine Lord. 1159

A Guru-orientated being
by becoming the ‘channel’ of Nanak-affection’
by becoming the Divine ‘weapon’ or tool
by becoming the distributor of Divine Grace
by becoming the ‘witness’ to the goblet (cup) of love
by becoming the ‘rain’ of mercy
by becoming the ‘sunshine’ of ‘Naam-sun’
by becoming the ‘fragrance’ of Naam flower
by becoming the ‘affection’ of mother-love
by becoming the ‘taste’ of the ‘Shabad’ (Word)
by becoming the flow of ‘life-current’
by becoming the ‘tune’ melody of Divine ‘Sound’
by becoming the ‘purchased slave’
by becoming the person who abides by the Master’s Command
by getting in tune with (Divine) Will
and receiving the Grace of the Guru

of his Bestower, the Satguru, the Guru-orientated being by abiding by the
(Divine) Will, spontaneously

purifying
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effacing
sacrificing

distributing
scattering

handing out
smiling

illuminating

his ‘self’ is earning (cultivating) this line of Gurbani in the real sense:

‘But if he eliminates his self-conceit and then performs service,’ then in this
Divine Drama of Love the disciple unknowingly receives honour.

‘...he shall be honored.’ 474

The honour and praise or ‘applause’ of the materialistic sphere feeding
our ego strengthens it and gets us bound in action and reaction. But this
honour-praise in the spiritual sphere makes the truth seeker grateful and
further makes him eligible for more grace and gifts.

To understand the point of the ‘channel’, let us remember that flute
which costs only a ‘takka’ (a very old coin with a value of 1/32 of a rupee)
but when it touched the lips of Lord Krishna, the Divine melody that came
from it was worth ‘millions’.

Similarly when the Guru bestowing the gift of the taste of Naam and
‘Nanak-affection’ on his disciple from his Divine-Self puts him in His
(Guru’s) service, then that disciple becomes a ‘millionaire’.

1 The calico-printer, worth half a shell, became worth millions. 487

In this Divine ‘love drama’ the remarkable thing is that the Satguru
bestowing the Divine gifts of his ‘life-current’, ‘Nanak-affection’, taste of
Naam and the unstruck melody of Shabad upon his disciple, bestows
honour and praise upon him by making him the ‘channel’ or ‘distributor’ to
distribute and scatter these gifts.

2 Liberation, comfort and proper lifestyle come from serving You; You alone
cause us to serve You. 749

3 He alone serves the Guru, whom the Lord Himself inspires to do so. 421
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1 He alone serves You, whom You have enjoined to do so. 1011

2 Those, upon whom the Lord God has bestowed His Grace, are committed to
the service of the True Guru. 573

3 One who has such good destiny written upon his forehead, dedicates himself
to His service. 457

4 If such pre-ordained destiny is written upon one's forehead, then the True
Guru enjoins him to serve Him. 880

5 He Himself forgives, and enjoins us to serve the Guru.
Through the Guru's Teachings, the Naam comes to dwell within the mind.

1053
6 He alone is the Guru's servant, whom the Guru Himself links to His service,

and upon whose forehead such blessed destiny is inscribed. 1078

7 That person, upon whose forehead the Guru places His Hand
- out of millions, how rare is that slave. 1340

In all this Divine ‘love-drama’ there is the bestower’s unlimited

mercy
gift

blessing
love

command
grace of the Guru

which is operating.

The whole Cosmic Drama is an expression and manifestation of
Divine Will, Divine Love and Divine Grace.

In this unending ‘Cosmic Drama’ the ‘disciple’ in the capacity of a
small ‘cog’ (of the machinery of this drama) - carrying out the command –
in the love, affection, taste, colour, eagerness of Satguru, becomes so
engrossed that he does not feel his separate identity or ‘ego’.

In other words the Guru-orientated soul is unknowingly being swept
away in the spontaneous flow of the gushing ‘life’s-current’.

In the intoxication of Satguru’s relish of love,
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In the celestial melody of the Shabad,
In the swift flow of the current of Hukam (or Command),

the disciples own willfulness or wisdom becomes powerless and
immobilised and he does not have any thought of his separate ‘ego’ or
(desire for) honour – praise.

According to the above discussion – the Guru, bestowing Divine grace
on his disciples and gifting him with his love, affection, taste, eagerness,
relish for Naam makes him the irretrievable slave of the ‘the House of
Nanak’ and putting him in the service of the house of the Guru, he makes
his (disciples) life successful. In this way the Guru’s disciple becomes
happy in this world and tranquil in the next.

In this way the Guru’s disciple:-

1. by discovering the Divine Command
2. by obeying the Divine Will
3. by coming in tune with the flow of ‘life-current
4. in the love of the Guru
5. by becoming the irretrievable slave
6. by becoming the obedient slave
7. by sacrificing the ‘self’ on Guru-affection
8. by sacrificing the whole life, every moment, every second, day

and night
9. by purifying ones own body and mind
10. by doing the labour of difficult service

becomes absorbed in the warm and sweet bosom of the Guru. This is
indeed the fulfillment of the labour of the ‘disciple’, in which

Guru
Disciple and
Service

are the ‘beads’ of the one and the same string of Divine-love-affection.
Their expression and manifestation of spiritual flashes occur at different
wavelengths.

1 He Himself is the Enjoyer, and He Himself is the Enjoyment. He Himself is the
Ravisher of all. 23

2 He Himself creates, and He Himself imbues us. He Himself bestows His Glance
of Grace. 722
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1 Through and through, the Lord is intermingled with His servant.
God, the Giver of Peace, cherishes His servant. 101

In the height of this spiritual sphere, the ‘disciple’ merges with the
Guru and becomes his ‘form’ indeed:-

2 Those who serve You, become just like You; O Fearless Lord, You are their
best friend from infancy. 1021

3 Those who serve You are immersed in You. You unite them in Union with
Yourself. 1060

4 He alone serves You, who pleases You.
Through the Guru's Shabad, he merges in the True Lord. 1067

5 The Lord's servant becomes like the Lord.
Do not think that, because of his human body, he is different. 1076

6 One who serves the Lord is the Lord's person. 1172

7 Those who serve You, become You. You preserve the honor of Your servants.
758

8 Those who serve, those who serve my Dear Lord, are absorbed into the Being
of the Lord, Har, Har. 11

The Gurus themselves earned (cultivated) these lines of Gurbani and
taught us the correct method of ‘spiritual service’. Following these ideal
exemplary achievements many Gursikhs have also earned pure, liberating
‘spiritual sewa’ without expecting reward.

When the Guru-orientated being with the blessed gifts of :-

Nanak-love
love-relish

Simran
celestial melody

joy
bloom

life’s gift etc.

through his :-
glance of love
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touch of love
life (sustaining) rays

grace

quietly
spontaneously

unknowingly
secretly

does

business
trade

commerce
sharing

with other interested seekers, that Guru-orientated person is doing spiritual
service of the Divine sphere that is:-

purest of the pure
loftiest of the lofty
untainted
liberating
selfless

and touches the heavenly perfection of spiritual life.

They give the gift of the soul, and practice devotional worship; they inspire
others to meet the Lord. 749

Taking out from the materialistic sphere a soul who is:-

enmeshed in attachment and materialism,
wandering in doubt-fallacies,
lost in hollow rights-rituals
entangled in ‘false-actions’

a soul who is promising and desirous (of being taken out) from

the darkness of the materialistic sphere (and)
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giving (it) the awareness of spiritual intuitive knowledge
giving it the correction spiritual ‘life’s direction’
connecting it with the Sadhsangat-company of the holy
placing it on the spiritual- path and
blessing it with the ‘gift of life’

is the very
highest

purest
special

superior
intuitional

miraculous

Divine Service of the spiritual sphere.

Such intuitional spiritual miraculous service can only be done by
spiritually elevated Guru-orientated beloved ‘giants’ blessed by the Guru.

But this spiritual level of the Divine love of the Self cannot be
obtained by :-

reading – teaching
understanding – explaining
learning – instructing
intellectual wisdom
hollow knowledge
insipid-dry philosophies
rites-rituals
religious fanaticism
dead methods.

The desire to serve in this Divine love-drama can only be fulfilled by
working on the Hukam or Command of Guru’s blessings thus:-

by falling at the feet (of God) and becoming ash and forsaking the
dictates of the mind,

by becoming corpse like disciple to earn the ecstasy of faithfulness,
by being sold at God’s store in exchange for the Guru's Word,
by becoming the purchased slave and bonded servant (of God),
by sacrificing oneself,
by offering ‘love-forgiveness’ and the ultimate sacrifice (of life

itself).
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