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CLARIFICATION:  Memo proposing Indian holiday 

  

In yesterday’s (6-2-2018) paper a memo signed by representatives from M.H.S., Telegu 

Assoc., MGC, Malayalee Assoc., M. Bangalee Assoc., Sindhi Assoc., Marathi Assoc. 

and Gujarati Assoc. appeared re-proposal for an Indian holiday. 

 

Background Facts: 

 

1. We are aware that over the last many years all the above organizations had 

submitted proposals individually for a holiday for that particular organization to 

the Government. 

 

2. Datuk Heng Seai, Penasihat hal ehwal perpaduan to PM had called meeting of all 

above organizations a few months ago and suggested all organizations come 

together and fix any single day as Indian New Year day. Hindu sanggam was 

asked to co-ordinate matter, as being the biggest group. 

 

3. At a meeting held at Hindu Sanggam office a consensus could not be reached 

 

- Some wanted date 14/4 and some 15/1. 

- Name “Indian New Year” was not accepted as there is no such new year. 

- Few names like Hari Perayaan India, Hindu New Year, Indian Cultural Year, 

etc were considered. 

 

4. At a subsequent meeting at Hindu Sanggam office, it was thought that an 

agreement should be reached otherwise the chance of getting holiday for Indian 

community will be missed. As a preliminary suggestion, date 14/4 and themes 

such as “Hari Perayaan India”, “Hindu New Year” were agreed for 

consideration.  

It is to be noted that other than for Hindu Sanggam, the other organizations new 

year falls on different dates eg. For Sikhs it is 14th March (1 Cheth). 

 

5. The 1 page memo was signed at end of last month and submitted to Datuk Heng 

Seai on 5-02-2018. MGC was not present but was told later that this matter was 

not to be reported to press as it was a proposal only yet. After Government feed 

back all the organizations were to meet again and take a final decision. 

Meanwhile the organizations were to consult their members for feedback. The 

matter is expected to be finalised by early April, provided all agree. 

 

6. Now the matter has gone public. There are various accusations from most 

organizations members including disagreements with date 14/4 and the name 

chosen “Hindu New Year”. Some want the date as 15/1. 
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7. Upon feedback from Government, the organizations will be meeting again to 

consider this matter further and members will be kept informed. Thus, nothing is 

finalised as yet. 

 

 

Reply to Paramjeet Singh, SGGS Academy. 

 

He basically makes two accusations: 

 

1. That since 1984, the struggle for Malaysian Sikhs is to be referred as Punjabi 

Sikhs and not Hindus. That Sikhs do not benefit anything if holiday given under 

name of “Hindu New Year”. 

 

Answer: 

 

The facts 1 to 7 above are referred. 

Hindus have always been celebrating their new year and the Sikhs their 

“Vasakhi” on 13/4 or 14/4 all these years. This has not made the Sikhs to be 

lesser Sikhs. 

 

As mentioned above, the proposal submitted is not final. After Government 

feedback there will be further discussion. If no consensus, then this proposal has 

to be dropped. 

 

2. That Purewal’s Saka calendar is purely based on Hindu Saka calendar against 

current Adesh from Akal Takht of using the Bikrami calendar. 

 

Answer: 

 

i) In 1999, Sikh Scholars, Sikh Institutions, SGPC & Akal Takht jointly 

produced a Historically accurate Nanakshahi calendar and conforming to 

Gurbani. 

 

ii) It is a tropical Solar calendar and called Nanakshahi calendar after Guru 

Nanak’s birth (1469 CE). 

 

iii) The issue of printing calendar is under the SGPC and not Akal Takht. 

Thus, SGPC issued a “Sandesh” dated 18th March, 1998 for Sikhs to 

follow their own Nanakshahi calendar from 1999. 

This SGPC “Sandesh” is attached as Appendix-A. 

Extract from “Sandesh”: 

 

- “ hr iek kOm dw Awpxw kYlMfr hY[muslmwnw dw ihjrI, eIsweIAW dw 

eIsvI, ihMdUAW dw ibkRmI, Awid[ is~K kOm dw Awpxw koeI kYlMfr nhIN 

sI[” 
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Translation: 

- “Every kaum has its own calendar. For Muslims it is Hijri, for Christian 

it is Iswi, for Hindus it is Bikrami, and so forth | Sikh kaum did not have 

its own calendar.” 

 

-“ idn idhwr mnwaux leI hr Drm-kOm dy Al~g-Al`g kYlMfr hn pr 

is~KW pws Awpxw v`Krw kOmI kYlMfr nhIN sI[ibkRmI sMmq nUM hI nwnkSwhI 

sMmq dy qOr ‘qy vriqAw jw irhw sI pr ibkRmI sMmq mOsmI swl nw hox 

krky hr swl mhIinAW iv`c AMqr Aw irhw hY jo ik gurbwxI dy bwrhmwh 

AnukUl nhIN[ gurbwxI iv`c AMikq bwrhmwh dy AnuswrI sUrjI kYlMfr 

bxwaux dI kOm dI icrokxI ie`Cw sI, ijs nUM srdwr pwl isMG kYnyfw invwsI 

ny swlW b`DI imhnq kr ky AmlI rUp id`qw hY[” 

 

Translation: 

-“For celebrating festivals every dharam has different calendars but Sikhs 

did not have their own separate “kaumi” calendar | Bikrami Samat was 

being used as Nanakshahi Samat. But since Bikrami Samat was not 

according to monsoons(seasons) year, every year there were changes in 

months, which was not in accordance with Gurbani “Baramah” | 

“Baramah” which is included in Gurbani, according to which it was the 

top desire of the “kaum” to prepare a calendar based on the Solar (Sun) 

system which desire was fulfilled by Sardar Pal Singh Canadian resident, 

after years of hard work gave it its present form.” 

 

iv) In 2003. Sikh Scholars, Sikh Institutions, SGPC and the Akal Takht again 

discussed this matter and endorsed the Nanakshahi calendar to be 

followed by all Sikhs. 

 

From above, it is clear that Nanakshahi calendar is not based on “Hindu Saka calendar” 

as claimed by Paramjeet. In fact, Nanakshahi calendar rejects the Hindu based Bikrami 

calendar. 

 

Dhanwad 

 

From: JAGIR SINGH, MGC (7th Feb 2018) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4
 

 

A
p
p
en

d
ix

-A
 

 

 


	Jagir Hindu GC resonse FB.pdf
	Jagir Hindu holdiay apply.pdf
	Jagir response to GV Post Hindu Holiday.pdf

